
CALIFORNIA STATE HORSEMEN’S ASSOCICATION, INC. 

RANCH RIDING SHEET – PENALTY POINTS – 2014 

MANEUVER  SCORE -1 ½ Extremely Poor   -1 Very Poor   -1/2 Poor  0  Correct  +1/2 Good  +1 Very Good  +1 ½ Excellent 

Maneuver   Penalties 

-1 to -3  POINTS - 5 POINTS  

Excessive speed at any gait -1 to -3 points Excessive stumbling   

Out of lead or break of gait at lope -1 to -3 points Touching horse or saddle with free hand  

Incorrect gait -1 to -3 points Use of spurs forward of the cinch  

Incorrect gait of 2 strides or more -3 points Use of either hand to instill fear or praise  

Excessive slowness in any gait, loss of forward 

momentum (animated and/or artificial gait at the lope)  

-1 to -3 points 

Blatant disobedience ( including kicking out, 

bucking, rearing, or striking ) 

 

-10 / -10 OVERALL / DISQUALIFICATION   

Head carried too high -1 to -3 points Fall of the horse or rider  DQ  

Head carried too low (tip of ear below the withers) 

 -1 to -3 points 

Off pattern, incomplete pattern -10 overall  

Obvious lameness DQ  

Over-flexing or straining neck in head carriage so the 

nose is carried behind the vertical -1 to -3 points 

Using two hands on the reins ( unless riding with a 

snaffle) -10 points 

 

Excessive nosing out  -1 to -3 points More than one finger between the Split reins or any 

finger between Romal reins -10 points 

 

Opening mouth excessively -1 to -3 points 

Stumbling  -1 to -3 points  Illegal equipment, bloody mouth, or signs of abuse 

DQ 

 

If  horse appears sullen, dull, lethargic, emaciated, 

drawn, overly tired, or agitated -1 to -3 points  

Note:  
 

A score of -10 overall would be used place of 

disqualifying the rider in that class event.   

 

Used in the placement of finish and shown by 

the Scorekeeper 

 

Quick, choppy or pony – strides -1 to -3 points 

If reins are draped to the point that light contact is not 

maintained -1 to -3 points 

Overly canted at the lope (outside hind foot is further to 

the inside of the arena than the inside font foot. -1 to -3 

points 
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